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Amazon Smile
Donating to Our Saviour’s
through the Amazon Smile
Foundation is easy. Every
time you make a purchase at
Amazon.com, login through
Smile.Amazon.com instead!
Designate Our Saviour’s as your charity of choice.
Every quarter we will receive a donation that is
percentage of each purchase price. Thank you!
Donate On-line on Our Website or on FaceBook
Donations may be made securely through PayPal
on our website or on our FaceBook
page. It is as easy as clicking on
the donate button and following the directions. You
can now set up regular weekly, monthly, yearly giving!
Thrivent Choice and Dividend Giving
Thrivent Choice giving is
important to us. If you are a
Thrivent member, please
consider designating Our
Saviour's for your Thrivent Choice
gift. Through your generous
designations, Our Saviour's has
received $918 so far in 2018.

Our Wish List
There are always things that are needed here at
Our Saviour’s. We are desperately in need of
replacing the very copier on which this newsletter is
being reproduced. In order to avoid monthly payments
(which, with our variable income stream is a good
thing to do!), we need to raise about $12,000 total. We
have already received $1,560 towards our goal. Can
you, personally, or your congregation, if you have
endowment funds or other special funds, help us
reach this goal? The copier is used for many other
things, but the TeePee Smoke newsletter is the
biggest project we do three times a year. Thank you!
The Ambassador 1000 Program
The Ambassador 1000 program is
one way we look to create a stable
donor base. Information about the
program can be found on our website.
Or, write, call, or e-mail, and we will
send the information to you.
If you would like to participate,
please indicate your pledge of support
on your first donation. On your subsequent donations
write “Ambassador.” Thank you.
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From the Pastor
We are looking forward to sharing this issue with
you! We have asked several people to
share their thoughts with you concerning
the American Indian-Alaska Native
Lutheran Association meeting that we
hosted July 19-22, 2017. Enjoy!
Reflections from Loni Whitford Taylor of Rocky
Boy and Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Tansi! (Greetings)! My name is Loni Whitford
Taylor. I am President of the Church Council at Our
Saviour’s Lutheran Church here in Rocky Boy, MT. We
are a very small congregation tucked away in our own
little piece of “Heaven on Earth!”
I am,
also,
Secretary
for the
American
IndianAlaska
Native
Lutheran
Association.
The
Gathering
this past
July was
held in
Rocky Boy.
It was well-attended, considering we are the smallest
reservation out of the seven in Montana.
We had individuals and families from near and far.
There were pastors and visitors from congregations in
Montana, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Bolivia. There
were bishops from Chicago, California, Montana, and
Bolivia. There were translators from Montana and
Chicago. And, there were a few locals in attendance,
too. I was so appreciative for all of the thoughts and
prayers that were said in the planning of the event,
during the event, and even afterward.
The few days we all spent together, meeting,
planning, visiting, getting to know one another and
making and new friends was so special. I had the
privilege of taking the Bishop and a pastor from Bolivia
on a tour of our land. I showed them the natural rock
formations we have and different areas of our
reservation, such as the Powwow grounds, the
community college, and other areas. They also
experienced our fresh, wild, sweet, “juneberries.”
We experienced a special gathering, where we
shared a meal and prayer, while we learned from other

tribes in Montana, such as the Northern Cheyenne
and the Blackfeet Tribes. This took place up at the
encampment below our sacred Mountain we call
“Baldy Butte” or “the Heart of the Bear Paws.”
This was a wonderful experience and I am so glad
I was a part of the planning and organizing. It was
great meeting all of the people who participated. This
was definitely a gathering to remember!
Thoughts from Prairie Rose Seminole, Director of
American Indian-Alaska Native Ministries for the
ELCA
It was going to be a hot July day near the base of
the Bear Paw Mountains. Fog was lifting as a large cat
wandered up and disappeared over the hill across the
street from the Lutheran church. Folks had started to
gather in the early morning, prepping the knotty pine
sanctuary to host! The room was cool with emanations
of strong coffee and breakfast filling the air as the
chairs and tables were being arranged. The 2017
American Indian-Alaska Native Lutheran Association
of the ELCA was having their meeting. The gathering
on the Rocky Boy’s reservation in Montana aimed to
discuss barriers from the Doctrine of Discovery and to
join in the fellowship of Indigenous people of Christ.
Celebrating 500 Years of God’s Grace in Action: Luke
8:22-25 or Jesus stilling the storm was chosen for the
over-riding text.
Outside, teepees were set up to facilitate youth
activities with guest presenter Joe Davis and
seminarian Kelly Sherman-Conroy, daughter of Pastor
Joann Conroy,
President of
the AI-AN
Lutheran
Association.
Present were
pastors and
leaders from
8, of the 22
American
Indian-Alaska
Native
ministries of
the ELCA.
Special
guests
included
Presiding Bishop Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, MT Synod
Bishop Rev. Jessica Crist and SW CA Synod Bishop
Guy Erwin, of Osage descent. Presiding Bishop Rev.
Emilio Aslla, of the Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran
Church, and Luis Blanco, of the Quechua joined us.
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From the ELCA churchwide staff, the Director of Ethnic
Ministries & African descent Program Director, Rev.
Doctor Albert Starr also attended. Through-out our
time on the Rocky Boy’s reservation, nearly 50 people
from the community & surrounding congregations
were hosted at the gathering by Pastor Linda Webster
and Church Council president & community leader,

Loni Whitford Taylor.
As the youth improvised and learned from Mr.
Davis outside, there was little sermonizing as Pastor
Joann facilitated talking circles. Stage for the event
that underscored the effectiveness of storytelling in
reaching native people. Stories that speak to the
displacement and removal of Indigenous people,
repercussions of and motivated by the Doctrine of
Discovery and charters to spread the gospel.
Conversations around the work to educate the larger
Church on understanding the world view of Indigenous
people and the impact of the Doctrine of Discovery
were engaging. Bishop Guy Erwin facilitated the
discussion on “Dammed Indians,” a book covering the
U.S. Pick Sloan Plan that devastated tribal lands and
displaced tribes along the Missouri River. The night
was punctuated with a mini powwow and feast with
community members, local dancers, and students.
Another meal was shared in the sacred mountains,
food foraged and brought, time for fellowship and
closing. The gathering's conversations put emphasis
on a shift from a perspective of ministry "for"
Indigenous people to ministry "with" Indigenous
people.” Recognizing that the ELCA has much work to
do, in my position, partnership with the American
Indian Alaska-Native Lutheran Association is valued.
Together, we are a people of God and we work where

we are. Together, the power of community wrapped in
spirit and sacred ways hold us.
Reflections from Bishop Jessica Crist, Montana
Synod of the ELCA
Montana is home to 7 reservations and 10
federally-recognized tribes (as well as the Little Shell,
who have state
recognition but not
federal.) The
Montana Synod is
home to one of the
oldest American
Indian ministries in
the ELCA, Our
Saviour’s Rocky Boy;
as well as, one of
the newest, Spirit of
Life on the Fort Peck
Reservation. So it is
appropriate that the
American IndianAlaska Native
Lutheran Association
would have their
national gathering in the Montana Synod at Our
Saviour’s Rocky Boy in July 2017.
As the Bishop of the Montana Synod I was
honored to welcome the gathering to Rocky Boy. I
was also aware of the irony of a non-Indian welcoming
Native Americans to land that was originally theirs.
Our Saviour’s Rocky Boy is a special congregation,
and the first congregation in Montana that I knew
about. As a child growing up in Pennsylvania (Trinity,
Camp Hill), I was a member of a congregation that

supported Our Saviour’s and kept it in prayer, along
with other missions around the world.
There were many things about the event this July
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that struck me—the conversations about Standing
Rock, the mini-powwow, the barbecue in the
mountains with the tribal elders, the conversation

about the repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery, the
opportunity to meet people from around the country,
the worship, book discussion, the visit by the Presiding
Bishop, the participation of children. But I want to
highlight 2 things in particular.
The first is the participation of Pastor Presidente
Emilio Aslla Flores and Pastor Luis Blanco from the
Bolivian Lutheran Church, one of the Montana Synod’s
companion synods. The IELB (the Bolivian Lutheran
Church) is entirely indigenous, with members from
several different tribes. Because the Bolivians’ visit
coincided with the AI-AN gathering, we invited them to
come to Rocky Boy. Over the days together and the
discussions, the Bolivian visitors began to see the
connection between their experiences as indigenous
people in South America with the experiences of
indigenous people in North America. As the event
went on, the Bolivian guests became more and more
engaged with the issues, which suddenly felt very
familiar. For me, looking on as an outsider, it was a
powerful coming together of sisters and brothers in
Christ.
The second thing I want to highlight is that 10
Montana Synod pastors were able to come to the
event, including Pastor Linda Webster, of Our
Saviour’s Rocky Boy, and Pastor Christine HollerDinsmore, of Spirit of Life. Pastors from the Montana
Synod were exposed to the issues that the American

Indian and Alaska Native Lutherans are facing, both in
Montana and across the country. That was immensely
valuable.
The Montana Synod
Assembly adopted an Apology
to the Tribes, which we have
presented to 3 of the 7 tribal
councils. (Fort Peck, Rocky Boy
and Salish-Kootenai) We were
also one of the Synods who
passed a resolution to ask the
Churchwide Assembly in 2016 to
repudiate the Doctrine of
Discovery. These issues
continue to be significant issues
for us as a synod, and we work
to be partners and allies in
American Indian and Alaska
Native issues.
We are so grateful to the AIAN Association for meeting in
Montana, and to Loni Whitford
Taylor, President of Our
Saviour’s Rocky Boy and
Secretary of the AI-AN Lutheran
Association, for her good work in planning the event.
Thank you, Loni, and thank you, people of Rocky Boy
for your hospitality! And, thank you, Pastor Linda
Webster.
A Few Reminders
Please make donations out to “Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church.” Our bank will no longer accept
checks for us to deposit that are
not made out in this way.
Our mailing address is 499 Mission Taylor Road,
Box Elder, MT 59521. If you have not updated your
address book or your mailing list, please do so.
Please make sure to include your name and return
address inside a box or package when you send it.
Often things are sent from a mail store and do not
include this information. Sadly, we have no idea who
sent those donations and, therefore, no one to thank.
Thank you for your kind attention to these details!

USPS versus E-mail
We would like to send more newsletters out by email. If you are able to receive it by e-mail, please
contact Our Saviour's Lutheran Church at
office@oslcrb.org. We keep current mailing addresses
on file just in case the e-mail address fails and we
have to send it out to you. We do not share or sell our
database information.

